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: "1k, 1% is clear in uaxogwmhnhell, sven ip L»sﬁtugv cirelen, thai the legislative
bodles of the Lend,’ the cowitles, and she commnities sre praduvally losing
" their significance. Land parlisments heve 1ittle left to do gince DWE
raeceived the right %o pase liws, and all lsgislation is being ehifted toz
levels .. The ministep=praside:t, similarly, is consldered only the deputy s
SMA and the DWK, although he 1s nominally head of the planning office, the
control cormittee, and the office for distridvution of materials.
i comments that all dfstigction between autonomous functions and state functions
will be completely abandoned and anly "peopleis administration® used as scon
&6 the Russians feel that this chu safely -be done. At loast 80 perecent
¢f all country mnd communit: - admh\iatrat ve ﬁmctions amw now uont*ollad Yy
the state or Berlin. : L 25X1X

5

2. YExamples of the domim.nce of sm in varioue Lan(i affaire are cited_

e. The Landtag of ua:tong-AnhAjt o 7 Febx resry 1948 decresd the rendmlssion
of sporte clubs and nﬁuesfea neasures for thelr recctivations Minister
Slawert, however, held:up the-action becuuse he roceived an SMA statozent
on 29 April 1948 that SMA wae ebill considering the guostion and the
condltions for sdmitting sports clubs.

b. SMaj,throvgh 1ts financisd) expar: Ptukhins,ordered punishment for pries
delinquents as follows: f£4irsi pepalty, the amount of the overcharpe;
second penaliy, double the oversharge: third penalty, possibly
closing the business, In this way, 1f onyone wanted to eliminnte a
bisiness competd tor, he had only to report him for overcharying, Interesst
appeared %o extend particulariy te hotels, where men fit for military
service were yicked up in pelice raids, even if they had edequate
credentials. ‘

¢.  The press reported shat the minister-president had advocated a peace
treaty instead c¢f an occupntion statute in a discussion of the Pasace
Gomml ttee of the Vaoikarat. Although the minister-president had attended
the meeting, he had not particirated in the discussion. A letter of
protest to Nusckke resulted in a correction, but many similar cases of
dal.ibarﬁ,’r,e, felse reporting were never acknowledged or ecorrected.
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d. Covernment officinls are allowéd to g0 over the hends of ministers
directly to SHa. ZEven Minister Siewert comrl~ined of this rractice.

Strict regulrtion of contacts with the western zones was implemented by

tvo different offices of zonsl ndministrations, at the desire of SiA.
Dissemination of information ormlly or in writing to any agent or office

in the western zones was rroehibited uvithout exrress approval of the chief

of DVK, Inguiries from the West concerning nll roliticel, econnmic-
rolitical, or statistical informatlon were to be referred to the German
Administration of the Interior for aryrroval, (Texts of the ¢'o decrees

are given in Attnchments A and B,) There was sore discuselon among Ls X1A
officials on whether, as sugpested by Minister of Interior Siewert, the é
might later be mors decentralization, so that rermlission vould come in

most cases from the Lanc !iinister of Interior.

by-rasses the minister rresident anc lesves the control solidly with the
Ministry of Interior, vhich 1s staffed Ty strictly "rellable" Communist
personnel.) The effect.is the comrlete cutting off of the western zones from
eny contact with the Tastern Zone except under stringent coatrols.

In Order lio, 32, SiA gave the DWK rermission to issue directives and
instructione binding on all Germrn organs in the Russian Zone. In a letter
of 14 April 1948, DWK asked SiA Jermany tu extend %5 1t the right also of
issuing legal ordinances. To this recuest SMA acceded on 20 April 1948,
and DWX was emrowered to issue decrees with the material character of laws
for the entire Ruesian Zone and its porulation (At{achment C).

The secretary of the Landtag of Saxony-Anhalt repcited that the DVEK had
instructed the Landteg to issue a law and that the states of the fussian
Zone were to become provinces sgain, with a-provinuial chief at thelr head
and bare adpinistrative autonoiy.

Attachmentss

A Official Commnication No. 13/48
B Circular No. 2/4%
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